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Aryan life.   The Influence of the Epics, the PurSnas, the

Smrtis, and the classical works like those of Kalldasa, enter-
ed deep into men's life, making ancient India a living
model for the present. And, during the time of Kumarapala,
we find a short-lived but successful experiment at introduc-
ing the ethical principle of ahlnsa in the actual govern-
ance of the state. The spread of this doctrine resulted In
making life more tolerant, gentle and pure. Great in war
and peace, Gujarata, was no less great in its expression of
the spirit of Aryan culture through the life of its people.

Samskrta literature was assiduously cultivated. Some-
svara was a poet and a man of letters; he had Ms literary
inspiration from Kalidasa and Magha. That Vastupala,
should have spent his leisure in composing a mahakavya
andPralhadana in composing a vyayoga drama, shows how
literary traditions dominated statesmen and warriors.
No doubt literary inspiration, on account of the artificial
tendencies of the age, lacked vitality. Kavyas had lost In
dignity and self-restraint, and could ill-conceal the motive
which underlay the courtier-poet's literary efforts. But one
noteworthy feature distinguished this literature from that
which was to follow. It had the thrill of a heroic age; Its
outlook on literature was neither morbid, nor other-worldly.
The Apabhransa and the Old Gujarat! literature provide
ample evidence to show that life was not only heroic, but
joyous and free.

V

But a calamity, in its destructiveness more terrible than

a cataclysm of Nature, suddenly brought this period to an
abrupt end. The Mussalman invaders laid waste the
country and destroyed the strength, the learning, and the
glory of Gujarata,